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A complete sentence must have two things:

· A subject (who or what the sentence is about)

· A verb (the action that engages the subject)

A sentence fragment may be missing a subject, a verb, or both!  A sentence fragment may include a subject and a verb, but still may not hold a complete thought. It may possibly have an incorrectly conjugated verb.

Example:  Because she wanted to go on a trip.


      They was hoping to buy a new car.


     Hoping to win the grand prize for the contest.

Fragments vary in length.  

They may be short:

Example:  Over the bridge.

They may be long:

Example:  Because the theory of relativity was first articulated by Albert


      Einstein earlier in the twentieth century.

But they are incomplete thoughts.

There are two ways to fix a fragment:

· Add the missing part of the sentence, to create a complete sentence.

Example: Because she wanted to go on a trip, she saved her money.


     He threw his ring over the bridge.

· Connect the fragment to the sentence before or after it.
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Hint: Sometimes it helps to read your writing aloud to yourself.  This will allow you to ‘hear’ a sentence fragment.
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Write “F” on the line provided if the item is a sentence fragment.  Write “S” if the item is a complete sentence.

1. She ran.










2. Whether or not he decides to run for class president.





3. Whenever you have time to run to the store.






4. A lonely puppy with a scraggly coat whimpered in the night.



5. Because no one had thought to check the locks.





6. He is.











7. Please remember to bring your checkbook.






8. Broken and bruised after the bike accident.






9. Subliminal Man, who was one of the characters on Saturday Night Live


10. They have did the right thing.








Fix the following fragments.  You may add information if you wish.

1. The actors performed My Fair Lady as the fall play.  Over the long weekend.

____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

2. People who do not study the past are doomed to repeat it.  As history shows us.

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

3. They packed everything that they needed for the campout.  Except lighter fluid and marshmallows.

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
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Write “F’ on the line provided if the item is a sentence fragment.  Write “S” if the item is a complete sentence.

1. A charm thought by some people to be a curse of bad luck.




2. Luis, wearing a reflective shirt, went for a late night bike ride.



3. After the students are completed with their exams.





4. She cried.










5. Happy laughter, filtering down the stairs from the party.




6. The rare, leather-bound, collectable novels.






7. VanGogh, a powerful force in the creative world.





8. They hoped for rain.









9. He were going to the store to pick up milk.






10. The fruit was rotten.









Fix the following fragments.  You may add information if you wish.

1. Economics is a difficult class at A.S.U.  Especially when you haven’t taken it as a high 

school student.

2. Over a long period of time.  She studied as frequently as she could for the test.  In hopes

that she would get into U.S.C.

3. Yesterday, he hears that a job was available at Home Depot.  He typed up a resume.

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Write an “F” on the line provided if the item is a sentence fragment.  Write “S” if the item is a complete sentence.

1. Since the baby was running a temperature of 103.







2. The child wrote a letter to Santa Claus.







3. An angry hornet with a disturbed nest.







4. Running to catch her airplane.








5. Surprised by the startling news report.







6. They sang.











7. Working out daily requires tremendous dedication.






8. They was going to miss their appointment.







9. Encouraged by her teacher, she submitter her poems for the contest.



10. To become a member of the republican party.






Fix the following fragments.  You may add information if you wish.

1. Kickboxing is a sport that requires many things.  First you must practice concentration.

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

2. Most students, especially seniors, have a hard time concentrating in May.  Which increases the stress that they feel.

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

3. Before the report cards will be sent home.  The envelopes must be addressed and sealed.

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
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Write “F” on the line provided if the item is a sentence fragment.  Write “S” if the item is a complete sentence.

1. Despite the hole in the roof.







2. The art show, a combination of classic and contemporary pieces.


3. Regardless of how you find a summer job.





4. We jogged.









5. F. Scott Fitzgerald, the author of many scathing novels addressing 


materialism in America.

6. There are several solutions to your dilemma.





7. Before the meeting began.







8. As many people have noticed, having a private retirement plan


is essential.

9. The turtles crawled.








10. The chef, renowned for his fantastic gift with pastries.



Fix the following fragments.  You may add information if you wish.

1. Snow plows cleaned the streets on Monday.  Roaring through the night.  The children

prayed in their beds for more snow.

2. The band played five extra songs after closing.  For the fans who had driven for days.

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3. 50% of American marriages end in divorce.  As statistics tell us.

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

